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Objervations on fome Traces of the Savage State among Po- 
lifhed Nations, and Particulars relative to the Diftriét of 
Saterland. 


By Dr. L. Moreau (de la Sarthe). 
AMONG the curious faéts and interefting refults found in 


the beft voyages and travels, the philofophic reader muft 
remark with furprife thofe great differences of civilization, 
thofe contrafts of barbarifm and a polifhed itate, under the fame 
degree of latitude, in the fame empire, and fometimes in the fame 
province. In France, dreary heaths, lands covered with thorns 
and briars, extend to the very gates of Nantes, one of its fineft 
cities, and at the fight of this oppofition, the beholder is obliged 
to confefs, with Arthur Young, that the opulence of the 
French towns has no conneétion with the profperity of the 
country. 

Various towns of the fame province prefent a ftill more 
ftriking contraft; and their inhabitants are as different from the 
peafants of Lower Bretagne as from the Hottentots or Hurons, 
with regard to underftanding and civilization. In the country, 
in general, the lower clafles prefent to the eye of the obferver 
fmall half-civilized tribes, which retain almoft all the cufloms 
peculiar to the early periods of focial life. 

Every thing belonging to the ordinary arts of life exhibits, 
even {till more generally, examples of thefe great differences in 
the developement of perfeétibility inthe fame nation. Thus in 
almoft every part of the country, the peafant, though not poor, 
neither knows how to feed nor to clothe himfeif; he does not 
even fully enjoy air and light; and his habitation, fomewhat 
more regular, indeed, than the {hed of the Otaheitan, is almoft 
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as inconvenient as the fmoky hut of the Laplander or §, 
moyede. 

Here men and all the domeftic animals are frequently crowde 
into the fame apartment, which receives light only by th 
door, as I have obferved in feveral villages of Poitou anf 
Bretagne; and in general rural archite€ture has made fo lit 
tle progrefs in France, that there is reafon to wonder that epi. 
demic and contagious difeafes are not more frequent and deftruc.§ 
tive. 





Even in the towns, the benefits of civilization are confinedto| 
the higher orders of fociety, and reach the lower by very flow) 
fteps. At Paris, for inftance, there is a particular variety off 
the human [pecies, who regard vaccination, lightning-rods, ind. § 
culation, and economical foups, as audacious innovations ; and} 
in many, middle as well as lower, mothers, who never heard of} 
Rouffeau, continue, in fpite of the illumination and _ philofo§ 
phy of the 19th century, to fhackle and ftifle their childreat 
out of exceflive tendernels, or without fear, without remorfe,§ 
and almoft without motive, deliver them up to the care of hire} 
ling nurfes. 

It may, therefore, be afferted, in a general manner, that the! 
common people participate but very flowly inthe progrefs and} 
advantages of the developement of perteétibility ; . that they 
long retain numerous veftiges of ancient barbarifm, and: that 
they are many ages behind the more fortunate and more en | 
lightened claffes in civilization and intelligence. Thefe diffe. | 
rences are always more ftriking in remote provinces, and in| 
{mall territories bounded and reftri@ed in their communications 
by phyfical and moral caufes. A great number of f{nral! coun. é 
tries which are in this predicament, might be mentioned; and § 
it may be proved, that even in Europe, and in the midft of the} 
molt poliflied empires, there exift countries whofe inhabitants 
are fiifl in a kind of a infancy, or who, preferving their an. F 
cient habits, may be confidered as living monuments, the ob- 


a) 


fervation of whic n affords information not lefs important to 
hiftory than thofe derived from the moit celebrated ruins and an. 
tiquities, 


Thus the inhabitants of Lower Bretagne have fcarcely changed 


for fevera!l centuries, and ftill retain the language and cuftuinsef 
the little colony which left the duchy of Curnwall, and took 


> 
sefuge onthe coalls of France. ‘heir ancient manners end 
idiom Keep them infulated, and have hitherto proved an infur 
mountable obftacle to a!l improvement and to all communica 
tion. A peafant of Lower Bretagne, placed all at once inthe 





midit of one of the great towns of France, would be as much 
aftonifhed and embarraffed asa Haron or an Iroquois.—A fingus 
lar inflance of the trath of this affertion occurred a few years 
ago. <A young peafant of Lower Bretagne was carricd off by 
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ome adventurers, who exhibited him at Paris as a man of the 
woods. He was treated very ill, and mace to faft a long time, 
that he might devour raw meat with the more avidity, and the 
better at the part of a favage. Some officers {rom the fame 
part of the country happened to recognize the unfortunate youth, 
reftored him to liberty, and procured the punifhment of his un- 
principled keepers. 

I have been informed that in the vicinity of Hamp, onthe fume 
mit of the Vofges, there exifts in the midf of a foreft a {mall 
fociety, the individuals of which are uncommonly handfome, 
and are the genuine defcendants of the Gauls. They live per- 
feétly infulated, and fcarcely knew, a few years fince, that any 
revolution had taken place in France. 

The articles, manners, marriage, and medicine, in the flatiflical 
account of the department of Deux Sevres, by M. Dupin, 
might eafily be taken for chapters of travels in diftant regions, 
in which are defcribed the manners of men fcarcely arrived at 
the commencement of civilization. 

“ The peafants of the department of Deux Sevres (fays the 
author juft mentioned) never fend for a phyfician excepting in 
defperate cafes. ‘They have faith in forcery. A ficknefs is a 
fpell which has been put upon them, and they apply tothe cun- 
ning man for relief. 

“External diforders are cured by the touch. If a peafant 
ftrains his ancle, the toucher is fent for; he provides himfelf 
with a hatchet, and ftrikes a furious blow on the ground between 
the legs of the patient. He bas killed the cat, and the peafant is 
cat which had faftened on the 


cured; for it was an invifible 
The peae 


poor fellow’s leg, and caufed him fo much pain. 
fant has the fame prejudices with refpeét to his cattle! bemg 


convinced that the illne{s has been occafioned by witchcraft, 


he applies to a conjuror to counteraét its efle€t: the cunning 
man polleffes all his confidence, and the veterinary praétitioneras 
difmiffed.” 

The marriages ufually take place in autumn, and the formali- 
ties obferved on thefe occafions are very fingular. Alter fome 
of them have been performed, the bride goes to the gueils, and 
receives from each a kifs and a piece of money.—A/fter break 
falt they prepare to go to church; but before fhe fets of, or by 
the way, the bride drops a few tears of etiquette. Afier the 
conclufion of the ceremony, her young companions prefent her 
with an enormous nofegay, at the fame time finging a fong, 
which has undergone no variation for three hundred years, and 


| 7 
in which all the difficulties ihe wil meet with in houfekeep:ng 
are enumerated.—The remainder of the day, part of the night, 
and the fucceeding day, ave cmployed in prattices equally abe 
furd, and which would powertully attract attention 1f we wereto 


meet with them among favage nations. 
I 2 According 
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According to Brydone, the religious ceremonies, and efpeti, 
ally thofe relative to marriage, are extremely ancient, and truly 
barbarous, in the wild and mountainous parts of Sicily. Thu, 


when the nuptial benediétion is pronounced, two of the company§ 


put into the mouths of the new married couple two great {poon. 
fuls of honey, and then throw over them a handful of com, 
in allufion to the {weetnefs of the conjugal union, and the fecun 
dity of the youthful couple. The bride and bridegroom muf 
not touch the viétuals prepared for the occafion ; but when th 
repalt is almoft finifhed, one of the neareft relations of the fe 


male prefents a bone to the hufband, faying, “* Gnaw this bone,? 


for you have taken one which will be much more difficult 
digeft.””. They avoid marrying in the monthof May, fuch uni. 
ors being accounted extremely unlucky. 


In fome parts of Ireland and Scotland, but particularly inthe} 


Hebrides, other cuftoms and fingularities are obferved, which 
prove that the barbarifm of the early periods of civilization 
may be ftudied and difcovered amidft the moft polifhed nations. 
‘We thal! conclude thefe reflefions with a few details relative to 
a {mall diftri&, forgotten in almoft every map, and overlooked by 
almoft all geographers. 

This country, the fmall canton of Saterland, which was re. 
cently vifited by the Rev. Dr. Hoche, of Ronninghaufen, who 


mS OE 





SSR TS 


has furnifhed copious details refpe&ing it in his tour through | 


Saterland, Eaft Friefeland, and Groningen, printed in the Ger. 
man language at Bremen, is inclofed between two {mall rivers, 
the Oh and the Marka, and is furrounded on every fide by marthes 
and heaths. It is fifteen miles in length, and fix in breadth, 
A learned fociety, not more than fifty miles from the fpot, had 


not, previous to the appearance of this publication, any idea of | 


its exiflence. 

According to the traveller to whom we are indebted for thefe 
details, the inhabitants of this country are defcendants of fome 
emigrants from Friefeland, who abandoned that country in the 
Hinth century, on occafion of the bloody converfion of the na 
tives to Chriftianity by Pepin and Charlemagne. 

This tribe is divided among fix villages, forming three parithes, 
dependent on the bifhop of Munfler, The language of the 
country is the ancient dialeét of Friefeland. The inhabitants of 
Saterland reckon the time by nights, and have retained feveral 
other cuftoms of the ancient Germans. They pay no impobs, 
and occupy themfelves in hunting and fifhing. They are to- 
lerant, and exercife hofpitality with great willingnefs and difin- 
tereftednefs. 

The women, as among all thofe nations in which civilization 
has made but liule progrefs, are kept in a kind of flavery, and 
are obliged to perform the moft laborious duties. The men 
employ themfelves in the chace, and fometimes make long voy 
ages 
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ages in their boats. The venereal difeafe has not yet penctrated 
into this little canton: the {mall-pox is very mild, and the peo- 
ple are ftrangers to phy ficians. 

The country contains no poor; the burgomafters furnith 
the indigent, who are very few in number, with the means of 
exiftence, and widows and orphans every where find friends and 
protectors. 

The natives of Saterland intermarry only among themfelves, 
and never till they had attained their full vigour, which has 
doubtlefs contributed to the very remarkable beauty of their 
perfons. They have many extremely ancient popular fongs, 
the tunes of which are not without merit.— They are uncom. 
monly fond of a ftory, of which the following is an outline :— 
A young and beautiful female accompanied her father to Emb- 
den, where fhe faw a captain of a fhip, who infpired her heart 
with the moft violent paffion. She embarked, and accompanied 
him in the drefs of a failor. The inhabitants of Saterland, 
meanwhile, fhared in the exceflive grief of the father for her 
lofs. The difguifed lover makes feven voyages to India, is 
ftilla prey to her paffion, and is always unfortunate in her 
innocent endeavours to difclofe it. At length fhe has an op- 
portunity of faving the life of her beloved, who diflcovers and 
marries her. 

Much of Dr. Hoche’s information was furnifhed by Henry 
Wilmfen, a venerable old man of eighty-nine years, whofe un- 
derftanding and experience are jultly appreciated by all his coun- 
trymen. I fhall here terminate thefe confiderations and re- 
fearches, hoping they may be continued by fome more able, phi- 
lofophic obferver. 

Experience has doubtlefs fufficiently convinced us, that it is 
dangerous to introduce too fuddenly the illumination of reafon 
and philofophy among the lower orders of mankind. But might 
not the people be rendered more happy without enlightening 
them too fuddenly ? Could not the traces of barbarifm, and of 
a favage ftate, which {till exift among the moft polifhed nations, 
be more rapidly erafed ? Could not the blefflings of civilization 
be thus more uniformly diflributed ; and by gradually introdu- 
cing among the inhabitants of the country thofe advantages 
which the progrefs of knowledge impart, might not the interval 
which feparates them from the polifhed and happy portion of the 
nation be filled up ? 


TTT UE EERE nEenenend 


An ANECDOTE. 


parifh-clerk in the north of England, not long ago hireda 
Scotchman for lus fervant, who was to go at the cart and 
Pigugh, and do other occafional jobs when wanted. In the 
courfe 
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courfe of converfation at hiring, the clerk afked, if he could 
fubniit to the unpleafant bufinefs of digging graves ? to which 
he exclaimed, ** I’ll warrant ye, mafter, I cou’d dig down the 
kirk for that matter; our au!d bellman at Jedburgh us’d to fay 
he never had better. pay, nor better jobs than howking holes for 
fouk.” It happened, foon after entering his fervice, that there 
was a heavy fall of fnow, which impeded al] out door-labour— 
one morning he came to his mafter, and afked him what employ. 
ment he was to gotothat day. The employer hefitated for fome 
moments, and at laft told him he could find nothing for him todo, 
Sawney, with great gravity, replied, “ I think, mafter, I'll 
away up to the kirk-yard and howk a few graves; we may as 
weel ha’e a wheen ready, forthey may come fafter in when they 
ken we are prepared for them.” 





————————— a 


Extratts from a Letter to Fames Willes, Fi. of Everfhal, 
Bedfordfhire, on the Subjeét of the Plague which raged in 
ye 9 Barbary, in the Year 1799, and which is con idered 
to have been the Root of the pref nt Calamilies prevailing 
in Spain, the Weft t Indies, &Fr. 


OUR letter reached my hands yeflerday, but I am afraid I 

{hall not be able to fatisfy every enquiry which you have 

made relative tothe plague of Weft Barbary in 1799; the fol- 
lowing obfervations may, however, be of ferviceto you. 

It does not appear to be afcertained, how the plague originated 
in Fez, in 1779; fome perfons have attributed it to infeéed 
merchandize brought trom the eaftern countries to Fez, whilf 
others maintain that the Jocufts, which had infefled Weft Bar- 
bary during feven years, deftroying the crops, the vegetables, 
and every green thing, even to the bark of the trees, produced 
fuch a woetul f{carcity, that the poor could obtain fcarcely any 
thing to eat, but the dead locufls, and living onthem for feveral 
monihs, till a moft abundant crop enabled them to fatisfy the 
cravings of nature, they eat abundantly of the new corn, which 
producing fever brought on the epidemy. 

At this ume the {mall pox pervaded the country, and was ge- 
nerally fatal ; ; this diforder is thought by fome perfons to be the 
forerunner of this fpecies of plague, according to an Arabic 
manulcript, which gives an account of the fame diforder having 

carried off two thirds of the inhabitants of Weft Barbary about 
400 years fince, but however this dreadful epidemy ore 
gtnated the leading features of the diforder were novel and more 
dreadful than thofe of the plague of Turkey and Egy pr, as the 
following obfervations will demonftrate. 
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In the month of April, 1799, the plague of the moft alarming 
kind manifefted itfelf in Fez, when the emperor of Morocco, 
Muley Soliman, was preparing a powerful army to vifit his 
fouthern dominions, and to take poffeflion of Saffy and Abda, 
which had been previoufly in a {tate of rebellion. The empe- 
ror lefs Fez in the fummer, and proceeded to Salee, Rabat, and 
Mazagan. ‘Three days after the arrival of the army . at thefe 
places, they feverally received the infeétion from Mazagan. A 
detachment of the army proceeded to Morocco, another to Ta. 
rodant ; the traét of both thefe detacliments was marked with in. 
fetion, three days after the army had halted at the different 
donars of Arabs or habitations on the road. ‘The grand divifion, 
accompanied by tlhe emperor, proceeded to Satfy, Mogodar, and 
Morocco, carrying with it the infeétion which appeared regu- 
larly the third day after the arrival of the army at the feveral 
places of fojournment. 

The mortality began by carrying off one or two the firft day, 
three ar four the fecond day, eight the third day, fixteen the 
fourth day, and fo on progreflively, doubling ttfelf every day, 
till it amounted to a daily mortality, of two ina hundred of 
the whole population, continuing with unabated violence for ten 
or fifteen days, being of no longer duration in old than in new 
towns, and then decreafing gradually from athoufand a day to 
nine hundred, to eight hundred, and fo on till it difappeared. 
When it raged at Mogodar, a {mall village (Diabeth) fituated 
two miles S. E. of Mogodar, remained uninfeéted, although the 
communication was open between thefe two places; on the 
thirty-fourth day after its firft appearance at Modogar, this vil- 
lage received the infeétion, which, after committing -dreadful 
havoc for twenty-one days, carried off one hundred perfons 
out of one hundred and thirty-three, the population of the vil- 
lage before the placue vifited it, then it ceafed, and thofe who 
remained infected recovered, fome lofing the ule of aleg, or an 
arm, or an eye. 

The {mall villages of Chelews, which are fcattered about the 
large provinces of Hatra, all fhared the like or a worfe fate. 
Ihave pafled through many villages which flourifhed before 
the plague, but were afterwards quite deferted and in ruins. 
When I made enquiry concerning the population of thefe re- 
mains of the peltilence, I was told that one village contained fix 
hundred fouls, and that only three or four had 'eleaped, other 
villages contained two or three hundred foals, leaving twelve or 
twenty, a few more or lefs, to relate the difmal flory of what 
they had feen-and fuffered. 

A populous village between Cape Cantin and Saffy, and about 
amile and a half from the fatter place, was not infected till the 
plague had deflroyed one fourth of the population of Safe, 
the communication being epen all the time; then it began rae 
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pidly deftroying mankind, till nine tenths of the population 
were carried off. Whenever any families retired to the country 
to avoid the infeétion, on their return to town, when the diftem. 
pet had nearly ceafed amongft the inhabitants, they were gene. 
rally attacked and died. The deftruétion of the human fpecies 
in the province of Sus, was greater than elfewhere ; the capital 
of this provice, Terodant, loft feven or eight hundred a day, the 
town of Morocco from eight hundred to a thoufand, Fez, twelve 
hundred, at the time when the epidemy was at its zenith. In 
thefe extenfive cities the mortality was fuch that the living had 
not time to bury the dead, they were confequently thrown all 
together into one large pit or grave. The population of Mo. 
godar, previous to the plague, was 

6500 Mahommedans. 

i800 Jews. 

4° Chriflians. 
The plague raged about four months, and carried off 
4000 Mahommedans. 
goo Jews. 
3 Chriftians. 

Young, robuft, and healthy perfons, were generally attacked 
firft, then women and children, laftly fickly, old people, who 
had little ftamina left in the conftitution, for the plague to af 
on. 

After the difappearance of the epidemy, it was wonderful to 
fee the changes of fortune; we faw men who had been common 
labourers, now enjoying their thoufands of dollars, and keeping 
their horfes. Provifions became extremely cheap, for the flocks 
had been left in the fields without any owner; a fine blood ftal- 
lion would fell for ten dollars, a cow two dollars, a fheep for 
half a dollar; day Jabour increafed more than in a quadruple pro- 
portion, never was equality in the human f{pecies more evident 
than at this time; when bread was to be made, or corn ground, 
both was done in the houfes of the rich, and both were prepared 
by them, for the very few poor working people which the 
plague {pared, were infufficient for the wants of the affluent, fo 
that they were obliged to work for themfelves or go without 
fuftenance. 

The country being now fo aah depopulated, vaft tribes of 
Arabs poured into Sus and Drah from Sahara, fettling themfelves 
on the banks of the river Drah, in Sus, and wherever they found 
a deficiency of population. 

The fymptoms of this diforder varied in differént patients, in 
fome it manifefted itfelf by a fudden fhivering, in others by de- 
lirium, both being fucceeded by a violent thirft for cold water, 
which being drank by the imprudent, generally proved fatal. 
Some had one, two, three or more bites, generally in the groin, 
under the arm, or about the joints or on the breaft, fome bad 
9 none 
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none, the latter were invariably carried off, I recommended 
Mr. Baldwin’s remedy of olive oi], applied according to his di- 
retions, and I do not know one salience of its failing. I have 
not the {malleft doubt, but the epidemy which has been. ravaging 
Spain lately, is the fame with the one above defcribed, but whe- 
ther it was communicated by two infeéted perfons, who went 
from Tangier to Eftapena, and eluded the vigilance of the 
guards, or whether it was communicated by infetted perfons 
a-board of a veflel, which loaded produce at Laraiche for Cadiz, 
or whether a Spanifh privateer which had occafion to land its 
crew for water in Barbary, and catching the infe€tion took it to 
Cadiz, or in what other manner it has been communicated to 
Europe, and how it has lain dormant for fome months in Spain, 
remains yet to be afcertained. 








Sir William Fones’s Account of his E xcur fi m from Oxford 
to Foreft Hill, the occaftunal Refidence of Milton, addr effed 
to Lady Spencer. 


September 7, 1769. 


HE neceflary trouble of correfling the firft printed fheets 

of my hiftory, prevented me to-day from paying a proper 
re{pett to the memory of Shakefpear, by attending his jubilee. 
But I was refolved to do all the honour in my power to fo great 
a poet; and fet out in the morning, in company with a friend, 
to vilit a place where Milton {pent fome part of his life, and 
where, in all probability, he compofed feveral of his earlieft 
produétions. 

It is a {mall village, fituated on a pleafant hill, about three 
miles from Oxford, and called Foreft Hull, becaule it formerly 
lay contiguous toa foreft, which has fince been cut down. 
The poet chofe this place of retirement after his firft marriage, 
and he defcribes the beauties of his retreat in that fine paflage of 
his L’Allegro: 


ec . . 
Sometimes walking, not unfeen, 


By hedge-row elms, on hillocks green 

%& * * *% * 
While the ploughman, near at hand, 
Whittles o’er the furrow’d land, 
And the milk maid finging blithe, 
And the mower whets his {cythe, 
And ev’ry fhepherd tells his tale 
Under the hawthorn in the dale. 
Strait mine eye hath caught new pleafures, 
Whilft the landf{cape round it meafares : 
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Ruaffet lawns and fallows grey, 
Where the nibling flocks do ftray ;— 
Mountains, on whofe barren breaft 
The lab’ring clouds do often reft ; 
Meadows trim, with daifies pied, 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide; 
Towers and battlements it fees, 
Bofomed high in tufted trees. 
* * * * * 
Hard by a cottage chimney {mokes, 
From betwixt two aged oaks, &c.” 


It was neither the proper feafon of the year, nor time of the 
day to hear all the rural founds, and fee all the objeé&ts men. 
tioned in this defcription; but by a pleafing concurrence of 
circumftances we were faluted, upon our approach to the village, 
with the mufic of the mower and his fcythe; we faw the plough. 
man intent upon his labour, and the milkmaid returning from 
her country employment. 

As we afcended the hill, the variety of beautiful objets, the 
agreeable {tillnefs and natural fimplicity of the whole {cene, gave 
us the higheft pleafure. We at length reached the {pot whence 
Milton undoubtedly took moft of his images ; it is on the top of 
the hill, from which there is amoft extenfive profpeét on all fides: 
the diftant mountains that feemed to fupport the clouds, the vil- 
lages and turrets, partly fhaded with trees of the fineft verdure, 
and partly raifed above the groves that furrounded them, the 
dark plains and meadows of a greyifh colour, where the fheep 
were feeding at large; in fhort, the view of the fltreams and 
rivers, convinced us that there was not a fingle ufelefs or idle 
word, in the abovementioned defcription, but that it was a mof 
exa&t and lively reprefentation of nature. Thus will this fine 
paflage, which has always been admired for its elegance, receive 
an additional beauty from its exaétnefs. After we had walked, 
with a kind of poetical enthufiafm, over this enchanted ground, 
we returned to the village. 

The poet’s houfe was clofe to the church: the greateft part 
of it has been pulled down, and what remains belongs to an ad- 
jacent farm. Iam informed that feveral papers in Milton’s own 
han? weve found by the gentleman who was laft in poffeffion of 
the eflate. ‘Ihe tradition of his having lived there is current 
among the villagers : one of them fhewed us a ruinous wall that 
made part of his chamber; and I was much pleafed with ano- 
ther who had forgotten the name of Milton, but recolle@ed him 
by the title of The Poet. 

It muft not be omitted that the groves near this village are fa- 
mous for nightingales, which are fo elegantly defcribed in the 
Penferofo. Molt of the cottage windows are overgrown with 
{weetbriars, 
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{weetbriars, vines, and honey-fuckles; and that Milton’s habi- 
tation had the fame ruftic ornament we may conclude from his 
defcription of the lark bidding him good-morrow. 


“* Thro’ the {fweet-briar or the vine, 
Or the twifted eglantine :” 


for it is evident that he meant a fort of honey-fuckle by the 
eglantine; though that word is commonly ufed for the fweet- 
briar, which he could not mention twice in the fame couplet. 

If ever I pafs a month or fix weeks at Oxford in the fummer, 
I fhall be inclined to hire and repair this venerable manfion, and 
to make a feftival for acircle of friends in honour of Milton, 
the moft perfe& fcholar, as well as the fublimeft poet, that our 
country ever produced. Such an honour will be lefs fplendid, 
but more fincere and refpeét{ul than all the pomp and ceremony 
on the banks of the Avon. 

I have the honour, &c. 





Defcription of a Britifh Ship built in 1637. 
[From Charnock’s Hiftory of Marine Architecture. ] 


HE following is the conclufion of avery f{carce little piece, 
infcribed to Charles 1. by Thomas Heywood, and en- 
titled, “ A true Defcription of his Majefty’s royal Ship, built 
this Year, 1637, at Woolwich, in Kent, tothe great Glory of the 
Englifh Nation, and not to be paralleled in the whole Chriftian 
World” ; to which is prefixed a portrait of the fhip. The 
firt forty pages confift of ufelefs obfervations on the naviga- 
tion of the early ages, and abound with thofe quaint flou- 
rifhes which were common at the time it was written.—Tor the 
tedioufnefs, and other faults of this extra&t, the exaétnefs of the 
defcription will bea fufficient apology. 

“ Upon the beak head fitteth royall King Edgar on horfeback, 
trampling upon feven kings: now what hce was, and who they 
were, I fhali briefly relate unto you, rendring withall a full fatis- 
fa€tory reafon to any unpartiall reader why they are there, and 
in that manner placed. 

““ Upon the ftemine head there is a Cupid, or a child refem- 
bling him, beftriding and bridling a lyon, which importeth, that, 
fufference may curb infolence, and innocence reftraine violence, 
which alludeth to the great mercy of the king, whofe type is a 
proper embleme of that great majefly, whofe mercy is above all 
his workes. On the bulk head right forward ftand fix feverall 
flatues in fundry poftures, their figures reprefenting Confilium, 
that is, Counfell ; Cura, that is, Care; Conamen, that is, Induf. 
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try: and unanimous endeavours in one compartement: Coun. 
fell holding in her hand a clofed or folded fcrole, Care a fea 
compafle, Conamen, or Induftry, a lint flock fired. Upon the 
other, to correfpond with the former, Vis, which implyeth 
Force, or Strength, handing a fword; Virtus, or Virtue, a 
{phearicall clobe: and Viétoria, or Viktory, a wreath of lawrell. 
The moral is, that in all high enterprizes there ought to be firft, 
Counfell to undertake, then Care to manage, and Induftry to 
performe; and in the next place, where there is ability and 
ilrength to oppofe, and: vertue to direét, Viétory confequenily 
is,alwayes at hand ready to crown the undertaking. Upon the 
hances of the waite are four figures, with their feverall proper. 
tigs: Jupiter riding upon his eagle, with his trifulk, from which 
hee darteth thander, in his hand; Mars, with his [word and tats 
get, a foxe being his etuhledners Neptune, with his. fea-borfe, 
do!phin, and:trident; and laftly Alolus upon a camelion, a beat 
that liveth onely by the ayre, with the foure windes bis minifters 
or agents: the eaft called Eurus, Subfolanus, and Apeliotes; 
the north winde, Septemtrio, Aquilo, or Boreas; the welt, 
Zephyrus, Favonius, Lybs, and Africus ; the fouth, Aufter, or 
Notus. 
‘I come now to the fterne, where you may perceive upon the 
upright of the upper counter ftandeth Victory, in the middle of 
a frontifpiece, with this general motto, Validis incumbite remis, 
It is fo plaine, that I fhall not need to give eit an Englith interpre. 
tation. Her wings are equally difplay’d : on one arm fhe weareth 
a crowne, on the other a laurell, w vith imply riches and ho. 
nour: in her two hands fhe holdeth two mottos, her right hand, 
which pointeth to Jafon, beares this infcription, Nava; wh hich 
word howfoever by fome, and thofe not the Jeaft opinionated of 
themfelves, miftaken, was abfolutely extermin’d and excommus 
nicated from a grammatical conflru@lion, nay jurifdiétion, for 
they would not allow it to be verbe or abverbe, fubftantive nor 
adjeftive; and for this, I have not onely behind my back bin 
challenged, but even viva-voce taxed as one that had writ at ran- 
dum, and that which I underftood not. But to give the worlda 
plenary fatisfa€tion, and that it was rather their criticifme than 
my ignorance, I entreate the reader but to examine Rider’s laf 
edition of his diétionary, corrected and greatly augmented by 
Mr. Francis Holyoke, and he fhall there read navo, navas ; and 
therefore confequently ”ava in the imperative mn oe fignifies a 
command to angoy all one’s power to act, to ayde, to helpe, to 
indeavour with al! diligence and induflry, and therefore not un- 
properly may vittory point to Jafon, being figured with his 
oare in his hand, as being the prime Argonaut, and fay, nava, 
or more plainely, operam nava; for in thofe emblematicall 
mottoes there is allways a part underftood. Shee pointeth to 
Hercutes on the finifter fide, with his club in his hand, with this 
motto, 
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motto, Clava, as if fhe would fay, O Hercules, be thou as va- 
liant with thy club upon the land as Jafon is induflrious with 
his oare upon the water. Hercules againe pointing to /Eolus, 
the god of windes, faith, Flato, who anfwereth him againe, Flo. 
Jafon pointing to Neptune, the god of the feas, riding upon a 
feaeharfe, faith, Faveto, to whom Neptune anfwereth, Vo, Thefe 
words Flo and No were alfo much excepted at, as if there had 
been no fuch Latine words, till fome better examining their 
grammar rules, found out Flo, flas, flavt, proper to Molus, and 
No, nas, navi, to Neptune, &c. 

“ In the lower counter of the flerne, on either fide of the 
hélme, is this infcription :— 


* Qui mare, qui fluétus, ventos, navefque gubernat, 
* Sofpitet hanc arcam Carole magne tuam.’ 


Thus englifht: 


He who fcas, windes, and navies doth prote& 
Great Charles, thy great fhip in her courfe dire& ! 


“There are other things in this veffel worthye remarke, at 
leaft, if not admiration: namely, that one tree of oake made 
foare of the principall beames of this great fhip, which was 
forty-foure-foote of ftrong.and ferviceable timber in length, 
three foote diameter at the top, and ten foote diameter at the 
ftubbe, or bottome. Another as worthy of efpeciall obfervation 
is, thatone piece of timber, which made the kelfon, was fo great 
znd weighty, that twenty-eight oxen and four horfes with much 
difficulty drew it fromthe place where it grew, and from whence 
it was cut dewa unto the water fide. 

“ There is one thing tbove ail thefe for the world to take 
efpeciall notice of, that thee is befides tunnage juft fo many tuns 
in burden as their have beene yeares Gnce our bieffed Saviour’s 
incarnation, namely, 1037, and not oné under or over. A mot 
happy omen, which though it was not the fir proje&ted or in- 
tended, is now by true computation found fo to happen. It 
would bee too tedious to infiff upon every ornament belonging 
to this incomparable veffel, yet thus much concerning her out. 
ward appearance. She hath two galleries of a fide, and all parts 
of the fhip are carved alfo with trophies of artillery, and types 
of honour, as well belonging to land as fea, with fymboles, em 


biemes, and imprefles appertaining to the art of navigation; as 





aio, theirtwo facred majeflies badges of honour, armes, efchut- 
cheons, &c. wiih feverall angels, holding their letters in come 
pPatments : all which workes are gilded quite over, and no other 
colour but gold and blacke to bee feene about her; and thus 
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her inward and outward decorements. I come now to defcribe 
her in her exaé dimenfion. 

“* Her length by the keele is 128 foote, or thereabout, 
within fome few inches. Her mayne breadth or wideneffe from 
fide to fide 48 foote. Her utmoft length from the fore end of 
the fterne, a preraad puppim, 232 foote. She is in height, from 
the bottome of her keele io the top of her lanthorne, 76 foote. 
She beareth five lanthornes, the biggeft of which will hold ten 
perfons to ftand upright, and without fhouldring or prefling one 
the other. 

** She hath three flufh deckes and a forecaftle, an halfe decke, 
a quarter decke, and around houfe. Her lower tyre hath thirty 
ports, which are to be furnifhed with demi-cannon and whole 
cannon throughout, being able to beare them. Her middle tyre 
hath alfo thirty ports for demi-culverin, and whole culverin. 
Her third tyre hath twentie-fixe ports for other ordnance. Her 
forecaftle hath twelve ports, and her halfe decke hath fourteene 
ports. She hath thirteene or fourteene ports more within board 
for murdering peeces, befides a great many loope-holes out of 
the cabins for mufket-fhot. She carrieth moreover ten pieces 
of chafe ordnance in her right forward, and ten right aff, that 
is, according to land fervice, in the front and the reare. She 
carrieth eleaven anchors, one of them weighing four thoufand 
four hundred, &c. and according to thefe are her cables, matftes, 
faylés, cordage, which confidered together, feeing his majefly 
is at this infinite charge, both for the honour of this nation, and 
the fecurity of this kingdome, it fhould bee a great {pur and en- 
couragement to all his faithful and loving fubjeés to be liberall 
and willing contributaries towards the fhip money. 

*“ I come now to give you a particular defomination of 
the prime workemen imployed in this inimitable fabricke : as 
firft, Captayne Phineas Pett, overfeer of the worke, and one of 
the principal officers of his majefties navy, whofe anceftors, as 
father, grandfather, and great grand-father, for the {pace of cwo 
hondred yeares and upwards, have continued in the fame name 
officers and archite€tures in the royal] navy, of whofe know- 
ledge, experience, and judgement, I cannot render a merited 
charaéter. 

*“ The maifter builder is young Mr. Peter Pett, the moft inge- 
nious fonne of fo much improved a father, who, before he 
was full five and twenty yeares of age made the model, and 
fince hath perfe€ted the worke, which hath won not only the 
approbation but admiration of all men; of whom I may truely 
lay, as Horace did of Argus, that famous fhip-mafter, who 
built the great Argo, in which the Grecian princeffe rowed 
through the Hellefpont, to fetch the golden fleece from Cul- 
chos : 9 
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Ad charum tritonia devolat Argum 
* Moliri hanc puppim jubet. 





That is, Pallas herfelfe flew into his bofome, and not only ine 
joyn’d him to the undertaking, but infpired him in the managing 
of fo exquifite and abfolute an architeéture. 

“* Let me not here forget a prime officer, mafter Francis Skel- 
ton, clerke of the checke, whofe induftry end care in looking to 
the workmen imploy’d in this ftru€ture, had been a great furthe- 
rance to expedite the bufineffe. 

“The mafter carvers are John and Mathias Chriftmas, 
the fonnes of that excellent workeman mafter Gerard Chrifte 
mas, fome two yeeres fince deceafed, who, as they fucceed 
him in his place, fo they have ftriv’d to exceed him in his art, 
the worke better commending them than my penis any way 
able; and I make no queftion, but all true artifts can, by 
the view of the worke, give a prefent nomination of the worke- 
men. 

* The mafler painters, mafter joyner, mafter calker, mafter 
fmith, &c. all of them in their feverall faculties being knowne to 
bee the prime workemen of the kingdome, were feleétedly im- 
ploy’d in this. fervice.”’ 





ACCOUNT af an AMERICAN VOYAGE. 


E felc& the following paflage from the French account 

of a voyage to America, recently publifhed at Paris: 
“ Among the different feéts which exift in Kentucky, thofe of 
the methodifts and the anabaptifts are the moft numerous. The 
religious influenza,” fays he, “* has acquired a new degree of 
force, within the laft feven oreight years, among the inhabitants 
of the country places; for, independently of the Sundays, 
which are fcrupuloufly obferved, they aflemble, in the fummer 
feafon, on the week days, to hear preachings, which laft, by pro- 
rogation, tor feveral days together. Thefe affemblages, which 
Oten confift of two or three thoufand perfons, and to which 
they flock from ten or fifteen miles round about, take place in 
the woods. 

Each individual brings bis provifions with him, and they pafs 
the night round lighted fires. ‘The minifters ufe much vehe- 
menace in their difcourfes. Often, in the middle of thefe fer. 
mons, the paflions become worked upon, the fancy and imagi- 
hation are exalted, and the infpired votaries fall down, crying 
out, “Glory! glory!” It is principally among the women that 
this {pecies of infpiration is manifelted ; they are then carried 
out of the crowd, and placed under a tree, where they remain a 
long time proflrate, heaving the decpeft fighs. Sometimes two 
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hundred perfons may drop down in thefe aflemblies, fo that one 
part of the congregation is employed im attending and relieving 
them. The moft enlightened perfons,” fays the author, who 
refided fome time at Lexington, “* do not imbibe the Opinions 
of the multitude, with refpeét to this flate of ecflafy, which of. 
ten draws down upon them the name of “ bad folks;” but the 
whole of this intolerance goes no farther. The times of preach. 
ing excepted, there rarely occur any difputes about religion 
among the people. Although divided into a number of feéls, 
they live together in the greateit harmony ; and inthe matter of 
making alliances between families, the difference of religion 
forms noobftacle. The hufband and the wife follow the mode 
of worfhip which their choice approves of; and children, as 
they grow up, do the fame, without encountering any obftacles 
from their fathers or mothers.” 

The following is the author’s account of the inhabitants of 
the country of the Ohio: “ The colonifls eftablithed on the 
banks of the magnificent river of the Ohio have all the advan. 
tages of property, without experiencing its difquietudes.—The 
field which they fow, and which furnifhes the means of their 
fubfiftence, is fcarcely inclofed with a hedge, but no ufurpa- 
tions ever take place; the houfes are conftruéted with trunks of 
wees, and fhut up with a latch, but no robberies are committed ; 
here are no Jaws, tribunals, or capital punifhments, and yet no- 
thing is more rare among them than-a crime. Partaking of the 
independence of their owners, the cattle ramble, and find food 
in the forefts, for a number of days together, without any one 
to conduét or fuperintend them. They return afterwards to 
their flables; a fimple mark upon the year defignates the dif. 
ferent proprietaries, and even this mark is always found unne- 
ceffary. 

** ‘When a farmer on the banks of the Ohio does not likea 
piece of ground which he has occupied, and he expeéts to find 
one more fertile, he beflows himfelf, his family, and agricultural 
inftruments, ina pirogue, or large canoe, and fails down the 
river, till he finds anew foil congenial to his wifhes. He ac- 
quires the pofleflion of it for a trifling charge ;. and there he 
eitablifhes his penates, or family and houfehold. Some, from 
their natural inconitancy, are frequently changing their habi- 
tations; and pafs their lives in peregrinating the banks of the 
Ohio, without fixing any where. ‘Thefe colonifls have their 
prejudices, as what all men are fubje&t to: and, befides, from 
being all Europeans by their origin, a region fertile in esrors,” 
fays the author; “ but thefe prejudices are unattended with 
any baneful effefts. The laborious aétivity of their way of 
living leaves no time to fuperftitious ideas to develope or to fet- 
ment in their minds.” 
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BON MOT S. 


Gentleman lately complimenteda lady on her improved ap- 
pearance. You are guilty of flattery,” faid the lady. 
“ Not fo,’ "replied, the gentleman, “ for I vow youareas plump 
asa partridge.”— At firft,” rejoined the lady, “ I thought 
you guilty of eons only, but now I find you aétually make 


game of me.” 


THE fon of a fhoemaker, holding a commiffion in a volunteer 
corps, took occafion, rather arrogantly, to reproach one of the 
privates, while at exercife, with the aukwardnefs of his walk. 
“It is no wonder,” replied the private, “ as the laft pair of 
foes your father made me , pinch fo confoundedly, that I find it 
dificult to walk at all,” 





— 


REMARKS on the RATTLESNAKE. 


N Dr. Barton’s memoir concerning the fafcinating faculty 

which has been afcribed to the rattle-{nake, and other Ameri. 
can ferpents, it is proved by a variety of faéts, that the motions 
of birds, which have been attributed to a fafcinating power in 
theeyes of ferpents, are, in reality, calculated to drive away the 
reptiles from the birds’ young, or to divert their attention from 
the neft. 

The author tells us that the rattlc-{nake is not a hardy animal ; 
that avery flight {troke on any part of its body difables it from 
running at all, and the flighteft blow onthe top of the head is 
followed by inftant death. ‘The fkull-bone is retéarkably thin 
and brittle ; fo much fo indeed, that it is thought a ftroke from 
the wing of a thrufh, or even of a robin, would be fufficient to 
break it. 

The fubfance of this memoir is confirmed in another paper 
by M. de Beauvois, who afferts alfo, from his own obfervation, 
that the young rattle-fnakes conceal themfelves in the belly of 
the female at the approach of danger, into which they enter by 
the mouth. 

The wonderful varieties of nature afford to the refle&ting mind 
a flriking proof of the infinite power, wifdom, and goodnefs of 
the Almighty Creator. 
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A QUESTION, by R. Maffett, of Saltafr, 


HE depth of a conic wine glafs is 2,.2978125 inches. Res 
quired its diameter, when it holds onethird of a noggin, 
wine meafure. 
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For the WeEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
A WINTER PIECE. 


OW winter, with an iron hand, 
Quite defolates our fertile land ; 

So picrcing is the northern blaft, 
It lays the verdant landfcape wafte, 
And fee! how fhorten’d is the day, 
As Pheebus fearcely doth dilplay 
A gleam of histranfcendant light, 
To feparate the day from night: 
But with an afpeét dim and fhy, 
Treads the fouth margin of the fky. 


Now howling winds a tempeft blow ; 
The rains defcend, the waters flow ; 
The rivers fwell; the channels clath, 
And on the beach their billows dafh 5 
The ocean rears his angry head, 
Which flrikes the mariner with dread ; 
Then throws his bark, with dripping fhrouds, 
Up to the low impending clouds: 
Then whirls ber down the pond’rous fteep, 
Between the rolling mountains deep ; 
Secluded low from human fight 
The failors reel in dread affright. 


The day is joylefs, void of reft; 
The night’s in pitchy darknefs drets’d; 
With black confufion on her brow, 
As if fhe lay in chaos now: 

Yet foon her bitter gloom and f{pleen 
Will change unto a pleafing {cence ; 
The rains are o’er, the tempefis ccafe, 
The watry world is lull’d to peace ; 
All order’d by kind providence, 

Who doth for good all things difpenfe. 


Sce what a change has taken place, 
Now all is dignity and grace ! 
The pale-cy’d morn prefents to view, 
A filver {cene of pleafures new ; 
The trees, in virgin white, dilplay 
Their downy plumes on every {pray ; 
The hoary brake, the glitt’ring wafte, 
Are powder’d o’er with matchlefs tafte: 
Yet jee! how tranfient is itsdoom, 
In morn how gay! all fled at noon! 
Emblem of beauty’s charming flow’r, 
That oft decays within an hour. 


Now night takes up her wand’ring fong, 
And Hefperus heads the flarry throng ; 
While Luna beams her borrow’d light 
To dillipate the gloom of night. 

Stern Boreas, from the angry north, 
Shoots his keen-fharpen’d asrows forth : 
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While nipping blafts around us roll, 
Hur!’d from the diftant arfic pole: 
The waters are to ice cong:zal’d, 
And from the thirfty cattle feal’d. 


Now on the furface of the lake, 
What numbers meet, there to partake 
OF rural {ports, shat winter brings, 
And {kim the ice as if they’d wings. 
The beaus, with fkaits of m:mic art, 
Along the cry ftal pavement dart ; 

Then rans the clown, with lufty ftrides, 
And oft he ftrikes—not far he flides, 
Before be headlong falls, alas! 
Extended on the bed of glais. 


The fportfman rifes with the fun, 
And takes his fleed, his dogs, and gun 5 
In fearch of game he bends his way, 
Till evening crowns the joyous day. 


But now the leaden coloured fky, 
Beipeaks an alteration nigh 5 
The air is dim with fullen woe ; 
The clouds are heavy, fraught with {now : 
Which (ir it in featter’d fhreds come bound 
In fofteit Glence to the ground ; 
And {till increafing, thick and faft, 
*Till all is laid a dazzling wafte. 
The fields in downy white appear, 
(Which oft betrays the timid hare) 
Clad with a carpet of pure white, 
With fparkling luftre, peerlefs bright } 


Now fometimes hail ! like fhots defcend, 
The rattling vollies wide extend ; 
And cut the early buds away, 
That foon would bloom to {pring’s glad ray : 
But now lie wither’d on the ground, 
While falls the Rony fhow’r around, 


Nature, at length, grown cold and faint, 
Puts off her lucid veil of paint: 

The vallies mourn ; the mountains weep ; 
The guthing tears run down the fleep : 
The trees fhake off their glitt’ring flakes ; 
The fouth wind breathes along the lakes ; 
Myriads of melting gems appear, 

In atoms, floating thro’ the air. 

The icicles are waxen weak ; 

The captive flreams their fetters break 5 
The fnowy mountains now decay ; 

The icy iflands roll away ; 

Large theets of [now {hoot from the hills, 
And the impatient river fills, 

And yet ’tis true, bleak winter reigns 
Tremendous o’er the chilly plains: 
Where is the vegetable tribe ? 

Where is the fpacious meadow’s pride ? 
Where is the woodland’s tuneful throng P 
And where is Philomela’s {ong ? 

All lofi at winter’s meagre fight I 

Dumb 1s the chantrefs of the night: 

The trees fland naked to the blaft ; 
The dales are laid a fwampy wafte ; 
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And languid nature feems to mourn 
That beauteous {pring doth not return. 


By winter we may wifely fcan, 
The pifture of decaying man: 
Short is his {pring’s revolving length; 
And fhort his fummer’s ardeot ftrength ; 
Then fading autumn paves the way 
To winter’s fhiv’ring, lafi decay: 
Bow’d dowa with age he quits Lie dome, 
And joins the tenants of the tomb, 


South Petherton, January 5. W. GIFFORD, 

















































ADDRESS ¢o the SUPREME BEING. 


MMORTAL KING! from all mutation free! 
Whole endlefs being ne’er began to be; 

Who ne’er was nothing—who was ever all, 
Whole kingdom did not rife, and cannot fall; 

On a myfterious throne, high rais’d above, 

E’en the fair change which heavenly orders prove ! 
While their bright excellence progreffive grew, 
He perfe& vat—ae'er imiperietion knew! 

Ere worlds began, with boundlefs goodnels bleft, 
Ne’er needed to be better—always beft! 

The penfive mufe, who thus a mournful figh 

Hath paid to ftars that fall, and flow’rs that die; 
While the fhort glories brief as fair fhe mourns, 
To Him, the Great Endarer, joyful turns, 

Glad fhe adores, depre{s’d by gloomy wanes, 

That undecreafing light, who ail ordains ; 

On Him fhe leans, reliev’d from withering things, 
And his immortal counfel raptar’d fings: 

That {cheme of good, which all that dies {urvives, 
Wihate’er decays, for ever fair that thrives ; 
Whole progrels, adVerfe fates and profperous chance, 
Virtue and vice, and good and ill advance, 

Which draws new f{plendour from all mortal gloom, 
Which all that fades, but feeds with riper bloom; 
Each human fall but props, each fall fucceeds, 
And all that fancy deems obffru@tion—fpeeds : 

In natare’s beauteous frame, as cold and heat, 
And moift and dry, and light and darknefs mect. 
Harmonious in the moral fy ftem—join 
Pleafure and pain, and glory and decline ! 








Sonnet, written March 8, 1801 , defcending a Mountain near Coimbra. 


VY fir-crown’d cliffs, as mournfully I wind 
Among your molly crags, my penfive ear 
Elfrida’s parting accent feems to hear: 

*Tis but the cedar o’er your rock reclin’d. 

Her neck in forrow droop’d beneath the fhade 
Of her fine hair ; and as fhe figh’d ‘* farewell,” 
Her dark blue eyes were bath’d in tears, that fell 

On her fair bofom—’mid the foreft glade, 

Where the dim convent’s {piry turrets frown, 
Ting’d by the fading beam, the fifters breathe ° 
Their onfons; and hark! the woods beneath 

In echoes faint reply: my f{pirits own 

Its influence, as the foft religious lay 

Floats on the cv’ning breeac, and digs away. 
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